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Welcome to Herns Way for our final match of the year. We extend a warm welcome to our
visitors from Beaconsfield Town joining us in Welwyn Garden City today.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks for your support throughout
2025. My thanks go to all who have contributed their time during the week, whether
maintaining the pitch or preparing the ground for matchdays. 

We are fortunate to have a dedicated group of volunteers whose efforts are invaluable to the
club. I also wish to thank the bar staff for their service on matchdays and our club members
who consistently support the club, ensuring we continue as a football club.

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge Marc, his management team, and all the players. Regardless
of the outcome, win, lose, or draw we recognise and appreciate their commitment and effort
for this club.

I hope each of you enjoys a wonderful Christmas with family and friends, and we look forward
to welcoming you back on 3rd January for our local derby against Hertford.

David Coates
Chairman

Welcome to Welwyn Garden City FC
Home of the Citizens

Welwyn Garden City Football Club is a Members Club. All positions below are elected annually by
members of the club at the AGM which is held in August of each year as per club rules.

CLUB OFFICERS:
Chairman: David Coates, Vice-Chair: Hywel Rhys-Williams, Club Secretary: Gavin Meaden, Treasurer:
Leigh Corbit; Membership Secretary: Maureen Hay, Football Secretary: Phil Ravitz

Welwyn Garden City FC FA League Rule 2.13 Ownership:
In accordance with The Football Association Rule 2.13. Publication of Ownership in relation to Step 1 to
Step 6 clubs within the football pyramid, we hereby confirm that the Legal Status of Welwyn Garden
City Football Club, takes the form of an Unincorporated Association. It has a constitution which sets
out the rules that govern its relationship and membership, and elects a Management Committee to run
the organisation on behalf of its Private Members.

That committee is currently: Chairman: David Coates, Club Secretary: Gavin Meaden 
Members: Leigh Corbit (Club Treasurer), Maureen Hay (Membership Secretary), Phil Ravitz (Football
Secretary),  Vice-Chair Hywel Rhys-Williams



Ever thought of volunteering to
help your local football club?

There are many different volunteer roles in non-league football
and Southern League football clubs need your help with them.

The Trident Leagues and Pitching In have recently launched a new
online Volunteer Hub where you can find opportunities and

contact your local football club.

Please visit
Pitchinginvolunteers.co.uk

to find out more



WELWYN GC took their first point from visits to ‘bogey’ team Stotfold, but
should have had all three. 

Since the home side reached the Southern League three seasons ago, WGC
have lost on all of their previous visits. This time they came away with a fully
deserved point, but it should have been more. 

A series of sharp saves from home goalkeeper Liam Gooch and some poor
finishing in a game spoiled by a very fierce wind coursing across Stotfold’s
exposed New Roker Park, denied the Citizens. 

“A draw away from home against a side who are top of the form guide is
always a good point, but we are disappointed and frustrated,’’ said WGC boss
Marc Weatherstone after the game. 

“We adapted to the very windy conditions better than they did, dominated
both halves, but made one defensive mistake that let them in for a draw.’’ 
“Nevertheless, we’re now unbeaten in seven games and in good form and I’m
pleased with the performance,’’ he concluded. 

STOTFOLD 1 - 1 Welwyn Garden City



Weatherstone brought Eddie Corbit and Carlos Velasco back into his midfield
and both responded with good games here, but WGC were still without
unavailable trio –Tom Bruno, Steve Cawley and Bailey Stevenson – while
Lewis Taaffe was serving a one match suspension. 

The very blustery conditions prevented any meaningful football in the
opening quarter, but eventually WGC began to come to terms with the
weather and Corbit and Velasco combined to put Ethan Rookard in, only for
keeper Gooch to foil him with a brave body block. 

But on 19 minutes, Gooch could do nothing as WGC took the lead. Corbit
threaded the ball forward, Evaristo Mendes touched it through to sent
Rookard away to finish with a tremendous shot that crashed past Gooch to
strike the underside of the bar and bounce in. 

On the half-hour mark, Nick Ralfe did well to dispossess Stotfold full-back
Brown on the by-line, cut inside and drove in an effort that again Gooch
blocked. 

WGC were firmly in the ascendancy and looked solid in defence, so it came as
something of a shock that they conceded in 32 minutes. 

A miskick by skipper Layne Eadie and then fatal hesitation by both Jack Green
and Aiden Read let the ball run through to Stotfold top scorer Henry Snee,
who notched one of his easiest goals of the campaign, tapping past Lamar
Johnson in the Citizens’ goal. 

WGC immediately tried to put matters right. Corbit made a fine run that was
ended by a blatant foul and from an Eadie corner just before half-time, Read
put in a powerful header, but it was just over the bar. 

Stotfold opened the second-half by scorning a glaring chance within two
minutes of the re-start. Winger Dan Kemp made a strong run down the right
and cut back his cross for midfielder Alex Coppin to strike his effort wide of
the goal from a couple of yards! 

WGC responded by letting the home side off the hook moments later. A sharp
striker from Mendes saw Gooch dive to turn the effort away, but only to
Corbit, who followed the Stotfold poor miss, by firing his rebound effort wide
of an unprotected goal. 



After that pair of glaring misses, the rest of the half was a story of Gooch
making a series of good stops to deny Rookard, Mendis and finally Ralfe, to
prevent WGC re-taking the lead, which their second-half dominance
deserved. 

Eventually the Citizens’ drive ran out of steam towards the end of the game
and they had to settle for their first reward from a visit to New Roker Park. 
It was a point, but could have been so much more. 

WGC: Johnson, Pollock, Eadie, Green (J), Read, Boxer, Velasco, Corbit,
Rookard, Mendes, Ralfe. Subs:- Larwood, Jones, Kirwan, McDonald (all not
user)



1921 First Welwyn Garden City formed. Matches played on local playing field.

1922 Joined Mid-Hertfordshire League. Permanent home established at Parkway ground. First competitive match played, home
to Markyate, 26th August 1922.

1926 Joined Bedfordshire & District League. Entered the FA Amateur Cup for the first time.

1927 Reached the final of the Perry Cup, losing 6-1 to Ware at Hertingfordbury Park. Joined Spartan League. Entered the FA
Challenge Cup for the first time.

1934 Amalgamated with Shredded Wheat FC, although both clubs maintained their separate identities. Commenced playing at
the Shredded Wheat ground, adjacent to the Shredded Wheat works in Broadwater Road, Welwyn Garden City.

1935 Resigned from the Spartan League at the end of the season; use of the facilities at Shredded Wheat had been withdrawn and
as no suitable alternative could be found, at the club AGM held 24th July 1935 it was agreed to wind up the club.

1937 At a meeting held on the 20th May 1937, after they were offered the facilities of Shredded Wheat FC, it was agreed to set up a
new Welwyn Garden City FC.

1937 Joined Spartan League. Played once again at the Broadwater Road ground of the former Shredded Wheat FC.

1938 Arrangement with Shredded Wheat ended after one season. Groundshared with Murphy Radio FC for one season at
Handside Playing Fields.

1939 Permanent home found at Springfields where we remained for 29 years.

1939/1940 Spartan League suspended after one game. Joined the Hertfordshire & Bedfordshire Combination league for the
remainder of the season. No competitive matches recorded for 1941, 1942 or 1943.

1944 The “recently revived” team joined the Mid-Hertfordshire League

1945 Joined Spartan League

1951 Joined London League

1955 Joined Spartan League

1959 Joined Hertfordshire County League

1970 Hertfordshire FA withdraws senior status. Joined Greater London League (Division 2)

1971 Joined Metropolitan London League (which had been formed that year following the merger of the Greater London and
Metropolitan leagues), Reserve Division 1.

1973 Merged with Welwyn Garden United to form Welwyn Garden FC and took United’s place in the South Midlands League.
Senior status regained as a result.

1974 Welwyn Garden FC won the South Midlands League Championship. Welwyn Garden United re-established as a separate club.

1982 Name changed to Welwyn Garden City Football and Social Club.

1997 Joined Spartan South Midlands League.

2018 Won the Spartan South Midlands League Championship. Joined Southern League, Central Division 1. Entered the FA
Challenge Trophy for the first time.

Club History



League Table

Next Up at Herns Way

Welwyn Garden City FC
vs

saturday 3  january 2026 3pm rd

southern league division one central

hertford town



CLUB’s main sponsor

The Elms Sport in Schools (ESS) began in 2004 with a Saturday morning
football and tennis programme. From just 30 children and 4 coaches to

22,500 children in over 120 schools and 80+ coaches!

Based in Middlesex, the company covers London and the Home
Counties delivering high quality PE lessons, extra curricular, structured

lunch-time play, CPD and holiday camps.

The Elms Tennis Club in Stanmore now coaches tennis to the highest
number of children in the county, with exit routes and direction given

to schools, parents and children.

ESS take pride in keeping children active, challenging them to their
highest possible potential and above all encouraging them to enjoy
participating in sport. No child will be left out and we believe that

providing opportunities and instilling confidence in children
throughout primary school will prepare and mould them as they enter

secondary school.

www.theelms.co.uk



DATE TIME OPPONENT COMPETITION VENUE SCORE

2nd August 3:00 PM Biggleswade FC FA Cup A Drew 1-1

5th August 7:45 PM Biggleswade FC FA Cup H Won 2-0

9th August 3:00 PM MK Irish League A Won 4-2

12th August 7:45 PM AFC Dunstable League H Lost 0-1

16th August 3:00 PM Waltham Abbey FA Cup H Drew 2-2

19  Augustth 7:45 PM Waltham Abbey FA Cup A Lost 1-3

23rd August 3:00 PM Beaconsfield Town League A Won 1-0

25th August 3:00 PM London Lions League H Won 1-0

30  Augustth 3:00 PM Biggleswade FC League H Lost 0-2

6th September 3:00 PM Takeley FA Trophy A Won 2-0

13th September 3:00 PM Rayners Lane League A Won 2-1

20  Septemberth 3:00 PM Tilbury FC FA Trophy H Lost 1-1(P)

30th September 3:00 PM Biggleswade Town League A Drew 1-1

4th October 3:00 PM Leverstock Green League H Drew 1-1

11th October 3:00 PM Hitchin Town League A Lost 1-2

14th October 7:45 PM Ware League H Lost 2-3

18th October 3:00 PM Enfield League H Won 2-1

25th October 3:00 PM Leighton Town League A Drew 1-1

1st November 3:00 PM Marlow League A Lost 2-3

8th November 3:00 PM Northwood League H Drew 2-2

12  Novemberth 7:45 PM Aylesbury United League A Drew 2-2

15th November 3:00 PM MK Irish League H Drew 1-1

18  Novemberth 7:45 PM London Lions Cup H Lost 3-3 (P)

22nd November 3:00 PM Hadley League A Won 3-0

25th November 7:45 PM AFC Dunstable League A Won 4-0

29th November 3:00 PM Rayners Lane League H Won 3-1

6th December 3:00 PM Stotfold League A Drew 1-1

13th December 3:00 PM Barton Rovers League H Drew 2-2

17th December 7:45 PM London Lions League A Lost 3-2

20th December 3:00 PM Beaconsfield League H

3rd January 3:00 PM Hertford Town League H

10th January 3:00 PM Thame United League A

17th January 3:00 PM Leverstock Green League A

24th January 3:00 PM Biggleswade Town League H

31st January 3:00 PM Ware League A

7th February 3:00 PM Hitchin Town League H

14th February 3:00 PM Biggleswade FC League A

21st February 3:00 PM Marlow League H

28th February 3:00 PM Northwood League A

7th March 3:00 PM Aylesbury United League H

14th March 3:00 PM Flackwell Heath League A

21st March 3:00 PM Hadley League H

28th March 3:00 PM Barton Rovers League A

3  Aprilrd 3:00 PM Stotfold League H

6  Aprilth 3:00 PM Hertford Town League A

11  Aprilth 3:00 PM Thame United League H

18  Aprilth 3:00 PM Leighton Town League H

25  Aprilth 3:00 PM Enfield FC League A

Fixtures & Results



WGC FC Statistics







By Jon Couch

SERIAL winner David Nugent enjoyed after a long and distinguished professional
career at the likes of Bury, Preston North End, Portsmouth, Burnley, Leicester City,
Middlesbrough, Derby County and Tranmere Rovers.

The striker lifted the FA Cup with Portsmouth in 2008 and won the Championship
with Leicester in 2013-14. He also represented England, scoring in his solitary Three
Lions appearance in a 3-0 win over Andorra.

But after more than four years "happily retired" and focused on being a dad,
Nugent is back in football with Anstey Nomads after accepting an invite to dovetail
his work towards a UEFA B licence with player-coach duties at Cropston Road.

And, thus far, it has been the perfect partnership so far. Not only is player-coach
Nugent enjoying a new lease of life, but the Step 4 Nomads have picked up 25
points from a possible 30 in NPL Midlands since his arrival.

They include the scalps of higher-ranked Stratford Town and Bedford Town in a
club-record FA Trophy run that has teed up this afternoon’s third round trip to
National League Hartlepool United.

“[The buzz] is coming back,” Nugent told The NLP last week.
“When I retired I just wanted to stay away from football as much as possible. I
wasn’t playing how I wanted to and it ended quite badly really.

“I was a striker, I wanted to score goals and run in on the back of defenders and I
couldn’t do it anymore. I would break down with little niggly injuries, I was 36 and
started to wonder whether I needed it.

“Towards the end I went on loan at Tranmere in League Two and didn’t really play –
that was time up for me.



“Like anyone, I wanted it to end happily but it didn’t turn out that way so I left
football behind thinking I would never get back into it but Conrad (Logan, Anstey
manager) and all the lads here have been different class.

“We play football, we don’t just lump it forward, and that is credit to Conrad and
players, so the love for the game is starting to come back and I am enjoying
watching rather than playing.”

Nugent’s Nomads are among a number of lower-ranked clubs looking to cause a
major Trophy upset in a fascinating array of ties this afternoon.

Step 4 Clitheroe host star-studded York City, while Southern League Premier
Central high-flyers Harborough Town, no strangers to producing the odd cup shock
over the last couple of seasons, welcome Mark Hughes’ Carlisle United to Bowden
Park.

Hanwell Town manager Chris Moore heads back to his former club Dagenham &
Redbridge, while Step 4 pair Leatherhead and Harrow Borough will be sensing a
golden opportunity as they lock horns at Fetcham Grove for a place in the last 32.

National League leaders Rochdale go to Step 2 strugglers Leamington, while holders
Aldershot Town make the short trip down the M3 to top-flight rivals Eastleigh.

And the trio flying the flag for Non-League are all in action also; Macclesfield go to
National League North rivals South Shields, Boreham Wood host Brackley Town and
Weston-super-Mare face a tough trip to take on Robbie Savage’s Forest Green
Rovers.

In the Isuzu FA Vase, holders Whitstable Town are safely through to the fourth
round on January 17 after a 3-0 win over Eastbourne United last Saturday.
There, the Oystermen make the trip to Harpenden Town, who were 3-2 victors over
Haringey Borough.

Vase debutants Lymore Gardens continued their incredible run with a 2-0 victory
over fellow Step 6 side Halesworth Town. Next up for the Eastern Counties League
side is a trip to Reading City, themselves enjoying a best ever run in the
competition.



Another Step 6 side, Nelson, were rewarded for their fine 3-0 away win at
Ramsbottom United with a tough trip to West Didsbury & Chorlton, while Droylsden
will host Sherwood Colliery and Bilston Town take on Gresley Rovers.

Seven ties fell victim to the weather last Saturday so try again this afternoon. 

They are: Winsford United v Prestwich Heys; Gornal Athletic v Grantham Town,
Tunbridge Wells v Windsor & Eton, Bovey Tracey v Downton, Slimbridge v
Amesbury Town, Buckland Athletic v Barnstaple Town, Hallen v Hamworthy
Recreation.



Though formed as recently as the summer of 2017 the roots of Beaconsfield Town FC stem from Beaconsfield SYCOB
which was founded in 1994 following a merger between Beaconsfield United and Slough Youth Centre Old Boys
(hence the “SYCOB” in the Clubs name).

United dated back to 1921 and were themselves a coming together of two local teams whilst Slough Youth Centre
formed their first football team in 1938. With Slough Youth Centre Old Boys unable to progress due to a lack of
ground provisions and United themselves struggling on and off the field at the time the decision was taken to
amalgamate the two clubs and so Beaconsfield SYCOB was born.

Initially playing in the London Spartan Premier Division, and with Fred Deanus as Chairman, Beaconsfield SYCOB
chalked up a series of Top Five finishes before finally winning the league in 2000 / 01 under the guidance of Simon
Delahunty. However they were refused promotion to the Isthmian League due to some harsh technicalities over the
terms of their lease. A further three seasons were spent in the Spartan South Midlands Premier Division before
Beaconsfield SYCOB again won the league in 2003 / 04 and this time gained promotion to the Southern Football
League (Division One East).

The Rams made solid progress in their early years at Step 4 and over three seasons played in three different leagues
– Division 1 East, Division 1 West and finally Division 1 South & West from where they were relegated in 2006 / 07.
However the appointment of ex-player Jamie Jarvis, ably assisted by Peter Scott, saw The Rams not only win the
Spartan South Midlands Premier Division at the first attempt but also win the Berks & Bucks FA Senior Trophy and the
Premier Division League Cup, a fantastic treble of silverware.

Promoted to Division 1 South & West, the club finished a highly creditable fourth place and made the Play Offs
before losing out to AFC Totton. Moving to the Southern League Midland Division for 2009 / 10, Beaconsfield SYCOB
then went through a succession of managers, players, highs and lows until finishing in bottom place in 2010 / 11. Only
a reprieve and a league restructure saved The Rams from the drop but since then they have gone on to over achieve
for a club of its size. Under the guidance of Byron Walton they finished fifth in the 2011-12 season and lost out in the
Play Off Final to Bedworth United. The following season and with James Pritchard at the helm they again finished
fifth but lost out to Rugby Town in a Play Off Semi-Final though the season did end with some silverware following a
fine win over Chesham United in the Berks & Bucks FA Senior Cup.

2013-14 saw Gary Meakin take over as manager just five days before the start of the season and with only five players
on the clubs books – to finish 8th and reach the Quarter Finals of the League Cup was a fine achievement as was a
runner up spot in the Berks & Bucks FA Senior Cup, Chesham United gaining revenge for defeat twelve months earlier.

The 2014-15 season saw a partnership with the FAB Academy who provided the bulk of the teams players under the
stewardship of Andy Hurley and Nas Bashir. That partnership continued into 2015-16 season with Geoff Warner as
manager as The Rams finished in a respectable ninth place whilst the 2016-17 season saw them under joint managers
Andy Hurley and Leigh Wooldridge and ended with a 16th place league finish though a run to the Fourth Qualifying
Round of the F.A. Cup was a “Best Ever” for SYCOB.

The 2017-18 season saw the return of Gary Meakin as the first manager of the newly named Beaconsfield Town, with
Chris Coyle as Chairman. The Rams had virtually a whole new team and, helped by an amazing away record, they kept
in touch with the League pacesetters to finally gain top spot on the last day of the season and claim the Evo-Stik
League South, East title. Competing at Level 3 for the first time in their history in the newly formed Evo-Stik League
South Premier South division, The Rams achieved a highly credible 12th place finish as well as reaching the First
Round of the F.A. Trophy for the first time in their history, losing out to eventual finalists Leyton Orient.

The truncated 2019/20 season saw the club expanding with the establishing of an Academy as well as an Under 18
team and plans in place to add further age group sides as The Rams look to build for the future both on and off the
pitch.

beaconsfield town history



Joshua Welland - Goalkeeper - On loan promising keeper from Reading for the
season

Tommy Dymott – Goalkeeper - Very promising young goalkeeper who was a Scholar
at United Select Academy, & is part of the club’s new Player Development pathway
and was involved with the 1st Team throughout pre-season.

Charlie Smith – Defender - Reliable defender who has impressed this season so far
with his efforts. Charlie has already won a number of man of the match awards for
his efforts.

Luke Neville – Defender A PE Teacher, Luke made over 100 appearances for Egham
before joining Beaconsfield in the summer of 2017. Has now played over 200 games
for The Rams. Mr Reliable and a real leader within the team. 

Louis Udeh - Defender

Alex Peapell - Defender

Joshua Stranks - Defender

Matthew Harriott - Midfield A hugely experienced former pro with experience at
Sheffield United and Northampton Town. Matty was our captain last season, leaving
in April and joining AFC Welwyn but he was recently persuaded to return to
Beaconsfield. Mr reliable, will be an integral part of the team.

James Dobson - Midfield Exciting midfielder who rejoined the Rams in the summer
after a short spell last season. Enjoyed successful spells higher up the ladder with a
number of clubs at National League and NL South level. Team Captain this season.

Josh Marcon - Midfielder Josh had a great debut last season at the club, signing
after leaving Peterborough United’s academy. Regularly scoring goals and providing
assists, Josh is a young player with a bright future ahead.

beaconsfield town pen pics



Jamie Davies - Midfielder

Zak Fraser-Grante - Midfielder

Jack Warne - Midfielder

Jedidiah Brown-Johnson- Midfielder

Oliver Turner - Midfield Ollie Turner joins the RAMS on a dual registration from
Hampton & Richmond,  bringing plenty of non-league experience with him including
time in the National League South with Eastbourne Borough.

Zidan Akers – Forward Quick and direct forward/winger who joined us earlier this
season from Bracknell Town. He left to join AFC Totton in January before returning
to Holloways Park just a few months later to finish the season with the Rams.

Manu Oke-William - Forward Signed earlier this season after featuring against us for
Northwood. A tall and powerful striker who is a real threat in the air. Currently on a
great run of form, scoring crucial goals for the team. 

Thomas Dickson-Peters - Forward

Samuel Wraith - Forward

beaconsfield town pen pics



Player Sponsorship
Sponsor a first-team player for just £50 for the season

Lamar Johnson - Ivan Millard
Ryan Kirwan - Gavin Meaden
Jack Green - Leigh Corbit
Jed Ejjayha - Howard Stroud
Aiden Read - John Sheelan
Adam Pollock - The Cawley Family
Marc Weatherstone - David Vass
Eddie Corbit - Dylan Pankhurst
Carlos Velasco - Phil Ravitz
Donnabhan Green - Hywel Rhys- Williams
Panny Boxer - Jamie Stevenson
Tom Bruno - David Coates
Nick Ralfe - ‘The Old Gits’
Steve Cawley - Ted Davies
Lewis Jones - Tim Read
Layne Eadie - Mark Boreham
Mendez Evaristo - Mark Boreham
Lewis Taafe - Richard Walsh
Ethan Rookard - David Stroud
Bailey Stevenson - Stan Johnson
Charlie McDonald - Dave Fallon
Remel Larwood - AVAILABLE



Today's Teams

Donnabhan Green (GK)
Lamar Johnson (GK)

Ryan Kirwan
Adam Pollock

Layne Eadie (c)
Jack Green
Aiden Read

Carlos Velasco
Panny Boxer
Eddie Corbit

Nick Ralfe
Lewis Jones
Jack Green
Lewis Taafe
Tom Bruno 

Mendez Evaristo
Steve Cawley

Bailey Stevenson
Ethan Rookard
Remel Larwood

Manager: Marc Weatherstone
Colours:  All Claret Colours: All White

Manager: Sam Togwell

Welwyn Garden City beaconsfield town

Assistant Referee: Sam JonesReferee: Liam Botten

Assistant Referee: Adel Abdel Rasoul

Joshua Welland (GK)
Charlie Smith

George Brough
Konstantin Ivanov

Mark Nisbet
Luke Neville
Louis Udeh

Alex Peapell
Joshua Stranks
James Dobson 
Oliver Turner
Josh Marcon
Jamie Davies

Zak Fraser-Grante
Zidan Akers

Thomas Dickson-Peters
Samuel Wraith

Tommy Dymott (GK)


